
 

  

The right to peacefully protest of the residents of Gaza must be protected 

 Last Friday, March 30, thousands of ordinary Palestinians symbolically marched towards the fence that has kept its 2 million 

inhabitants, including 1.3 of refugees isolated from the rest of the world for more than 10 years. 

  
The march, which took place against the backdrop of a ruined economy and a spiralling and unprecedented humanitarian situation  

as a result of the blockade,  marked the start of a 6-week long civic protest that will end on May 15. 

  
In the days before the march, all major Palestinian factions agreed to keep the demonstrations unarmed, which encouraged women 

and families with children to also participate. 
  
At the rally, the vast majority of the 30.000 demonstrators remained in tent encampments pitched at various points between 500-

700 meters inside the border partaking in the numerous side-event activities that had been planned. Some hundreds of young men 

and women got closer to the fence at various points (at about 100-300 m), most of them peacefully.  
  
The Israeli military (IDF) fired rounds of lethal ammunition at these young men, killing 15 and injuring 758. 
  
HRW’s has found no evidence of any protester carrying firearms. The IDF itself has failed to show how the handful of marchers 

who indeed threw rocks and/or Molotov cocktails threatened the lives of well-protected soldiers deployed dozen of metres from 

them on the other side of the border fence.  
  
Failing to prove an immediate threat to life to the soldiers, the use lethal force by the IDF against protestors appears to have been 

unlawful. Such concern appears to be shared by the HRVP Mogherini who, over the weekend, joined the UNSG Guterres in 

demanding an independent investigation into the killings and injuries.  
  
Since then, Israel’s Minister of Defence Lieberman , who contests the human rights groups accounts, said there will be no such 

official inquiry and instead released reports linking 10 of those killed to a number of armed groups in Palestine. Even if the alleged 

link existed  - and in the absence of active hostilities - if at the time of their targeting the individuals posed no threat of serious injury 

or to the lives of the soldiers or Palestinian bystanders their killing would still be unlawful. 

  
Unfortunately, the IDF is no stranger to restraining protesters with lethal (or potentially lethal) weaponry rather than crowd-control 

equipment.  
  
Such is the case also in the West Bank where, incidentally, as per IDF’s existing military regulations, attending a rally against the 

occupation without the licence of the military commander (which is never granted for such a protest) might be punishable 

with  prison terms – as illustrated by the case of HRD Issa Amro who is currently on trial for his nonviolent activism in the streets 

of Hebron.  
  
The tragic events of Friday in Gaza and the underpinning policies that seek to criminalise peaceful protests illustrate well the ordeal 

of Palestinians who find themselves being treated merely as subjects rather than full citizens.  
  
With more demonstrations planned in the upcoming weeks, ACT Alliance EU remains concerned the potential for more about 

needless loss of life in Gaza and the West Bank and thus is calling on the EU to:  
  
  Push back against increased attempts to cement the status quo in Gaza by reiterating and acting on its past calls for the immediate, 

sustained and unconditional opening of Gaza’s crossings.    
  

  Call on Israel to respect the Palestinians’ right of assembly and peaceful demonstration and to refrain from the use of deadly 

force against protestors (in Gaza and the West Bank) and the arrest, harassment and detention of HRD (in the West Bank). 
  
  Encourage Palestinians and Palestinian factions to eschew violence and continue to embrace peaceful protest.    

  
  Call on the organisers (the Higher National Commission for the March of Return and Breaking the Siege) to do their utmost to 

keep the marches peaceful.   
  

  Insist on the launching of an official inquiry in line with international standards into the death of the demonstrators and those 

injured with live ammunition and the need for criminal prosecutions against any individual if evidence of wrongdoing is found; 
  
More info regarding when the use of force is permissible at protests can be found in:  
  
  “The 10 principles for the proper management of assemblies” by UNs SR on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly. 
  Legal inquiries can also be directed to the IHL helpdesk of Diakonia – where they will be dealt with on a confidential basis. 
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